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Charity Details
Name
Moroccan Children’s Trust
Registered Company number
6647591
Registered Charity number
1127739
Registered and Principal Office
29, Marlborough Road, Colliers Wood, London SW19 2HF
Trustees
Alexandra Apostolou, Fouad Birouk, Nick Denison, Christopher Hands, Mohamed Nejmeddine,
Hicham Ouslimane and Sam Taylor
Objects
(1) To advance the education of the public in subjects relating to sustainable development and
the protection, enhancement and rehabilitation of the environment and to promote study and
research in such subjects provided that the useful results of such study are disseminated to the
public at large. Sustainable development means “development which meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”.
(2) To act as a resource for young people up to the age of 25 living in Morocco by providing
advice and assistance and organising programmes of physical, educational and other activities
as a means of:

(a) advancing in life and helping young people by developing their skills, capacities
and capabilities to enable them to participate in society as independent, mature and
responsible individuals;
(b) advancing education;
(c ) relieving unemployment;
(d) providing recreational and leisure time activity in the interests of social welfare
for people living in the area of benefit who have need by reason of their youth, age,
infirmity or disability, poverty or social and economic circumstances with a view to
improving the conditions of life of such persons.
(3) To carry out any purpose for the benefit of the public in Morocco which is charitable
according to the law of England and Wales, as the trustees in their discretion decide.

Financial Information
In the year 1st October 2010 to 30th September 2011 (?), the Moroccan Children’s Trust
received revenues of £x, and incurred expenses of £x.
The Moroccan Children’s Trust does not have a policy on holding reserves.

Review of the Year (view from the Chair ?)

Projects

Projects
UK activities
report launch, gala dinner, joining CSC and taking part in IDOSC, Serpentine Swim,
interns, Moroccan visit to the UK
Volunteer Project
(Ousama, Gretchen + new vols to come)
Street Children Project
Overview, Education, ID papers, Social Work, Case study etc.

Plans for 2011-12
Through the hard work and success of this year’s street child project in Taroudannt, the social
workers and UK team have identified several ways in which the project can expand in the
following year to help enhance the work that is currently being carried out. The aims of these
new strands of the project are to build on our holistic approach to social work, by reaching out
to younger children in the families, the parents and focusing more clearly on extra-curricular
activity that will provide an alternative for those children most attracted by or dependent on
street life. These new plans are outlined below.

Pre-school
From October 2011 we will run a pre-school aimed at children aged 3 to 6 years. This will be led
by a schoolteacher who will offer teaching, educational activities and playtime to a group of 15
children who do not otherwise have the opportunity to learn or play with others, and who are
often neglected. There are numerous reasons for starting this project that have come to our
attention over the year, and establishing the pre-school will, we hope, help to improve quality of
life for a number of mothers and children. Many mothers in our project currently have to choose
between caring for their children of preschool age and sustaining employment, as they cannot
afford to send their children to pre-school. This means that often children suffer extreme
neglect during the daytime hours as their mothers go to work, or their mothers are obtaining
illegal employment such as prostitution in order to be able to look after their children. In
addition, most children in Morocco attend private pre-schools as a matter of course, which
means that those who cannot afford to are behind from the moment that they start school. By
providing pre-school care, we hope to give younger children the same opportunity that their
future peers have, make sure that they are cared for properly during the day and give their
mothers the opportunity to find gainful, legal employment.

Crèche
This pre-school project will be joined later in the year by a crèche, which will provide care for
children from 0-3 years. Again this project will ensure the safety of younger children during the
day whilst allowing their mothers to work, but we also intend to employ a mother from within
our project to run this crèche, which would mean we would be ensuring the income of at least
one mother. We are still collecting funds for this project, but we hope to start running the
facility by 2012.

Sports centre
In October we are also launching our new spots project, to be housed in a brand new centre
kindly funded by Roger Shashoua of Benisha Limited. With his help we have been able to build a
large sports hall that will serve as a safe, neutral place for our children to use when they would
otherwise have no place to go than the street. We shall be running daily sports sessions to
encourage teamwork, discipline, sobriety, and of course fun, all of which will help to keep the
children of the streets – particularly at night when they are most dangerous – and give them a

safe, supervised place where they can spend time with their friends. We very much look
forward to the year’s sports.

Women’s project
As of September, we have been running a new women’s project with the help of our new
volunteer Sarah Kadri who has taken the role of ‘in-country coordinator’. Sarah and Badiaa, our
lead social worker, have been holding discussion groups with mothers from within the project
on various topics including health, parenting, education, reproductive and sexual health
awareness and legal rights and responsibilities. With these groups we hope to broaden the
women’s awareness of their own rights and responsibilities towards their children, as well as to
make steps towards tackling folkloric myths about healthcare and discipline. With time we hope
to see the impact of this on community opinions and the living situations of the children with
whom we work.

Research
Together with these intervention projects, we will also be participating in 2 research projects
this year. Firstly, MCT has agreed to take part in an exercise in consultation of young people that
will form part of the UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights report on working
with street children. Secondly, the president of the University of Agadir in Taroudannt has
agreed to sign a partnership agreement with MCT to encompass the work of university students
on internships with the MCT/GMH project in Taroudannt and the undertaking of wider research
projects across southern Morocco.

